TRACK II 



A: Charter and Instructions 

1. TRACK II started within the Agency on 16 September 1970 
when the Director called together a group . Mr. Broe did a memo- 
randum for the record of this meeting and paragraph 2 of his memo- 
randum is quoted below . 

The Director told the group that President 
Nixon had decided that an Allende regime in Chile 
was not acceptable to the United States. The President 
asked the Agency to prevent Allende from coming to 
power or to unseat him. The President authorized 
ten million dollars for this purpose, if needed. Further, 
the Agency is to carry out this mission without coordi- 
nation with the Departments of State or Defense. 

2. Tom Karamessines reported developments to date to Dr. Kissinger 
and General Haig on 15 October 1970. Mr. Karamessines approved a memo- 
randum for the record of that meeting. It is noted that Dr . Kissinger dis- 
cussed his desire that the word of our encouragement to the Chilean' 
military in recent weeks be kept as secret as possible. Paragraph 8 of 
that memorandum is quoted below. 

The meeting concluded on Dr. Kissinger's note 
that the Agency should continue keeping the pressure on 
every Allende weak spot in sight - now, after the 24th of 
October, after 5 November, and into the future' until such 
time as new marching orders are given.. Mr. Karamessines 
• stated that the Agency would comply . 

3. Headquarters initially informed Santiago that there was to be 

a new, highly sensitive program and advised that a staff officer would be 
sent to brief the Chief of Station in full detail. After that briefing 
occurred, in a cable dated 21 September 1970, Headquarters made it 
clear to Santiago that CIA had been directed to work toward a military 
solution to the prpy- 0 m. The Station was advised by cable on 16 October 
1970 that after a review the previous day at the highest U. S. Government 
level, the conclusion which was to be the Station's guidance was: 
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the existing COS only and others in the TRACK H project. It was also 


determined 1 th at false flag staff' officers , e dispatched 

to Santiago 


6. By special arrangement with top level- of DEA, the 'Army Attache 
in Santiago -was placed. tinder the operational direction of the:C!A COS. . 
His initial in s truction W/KK/K/& was to select^^Chilean 
general officers and convey totnexn the following: 
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level military contacts 


e only 


equested was tnree sub machine guns and amm unition, ■ some tear- 
gas grenades, and gas masks, all of which were provided 


or various reasons, including the still-unexplained assassination ot General 
Schneider on 22 October 1970, the military intervention did not take place. 


9 . Illustrative of Headquarters traffic to the Station on how the 
Station should deal with the .Chilean military is a Headquarters cable of 
3 0 September which 'directs a priority effort to contact 

The cable .states: - 











We should make it clear to these officers individually 
now that political solution ruled out, USG shares President 
Frei's view that military solution is only answer. 


C. Termination of TRACK II 

10. It appears that many of the Agency officers involved from the very 
beginning felt that attempting to spark military intervention had only a 
. slight chance of success.. After some period of time> this feeling inte nsified ♦ 
For example, in a cable to the field of 23 October 1970 ^|||||P|||HIH|^P^tlne 
Station is commended for what they had done to date. Headquarters sums 
up by saying: 

Only Chileans themselves can manage a successful 
(military intervention) , but the Station has done 
excellent job of guiding Chileans to point today where ' 
a military solution is at least an option for them. 

21. There were reviews of the Chilean situation by the senior review 
group on 29 October 1970 which directed that an options paper be prepared 
for consideration at a National Security Council meeting scheduled for. 


5 November 1970 


ent approved Option 


had been pulled out of 







The essential fact which must be kept in mind by 
all officers connected with the (military) program is 
that we do not have any authority to state , - or even to 
imply, that (the United States Government) favors a coup 
as a solution to the Chilean dilemma . 



